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Catholic history - history 
Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul 
Daughters of Charity of St. Vincent de Paul - United States 
Orphan Asylum (Philadelphia, Pa.) 
Orphan Asylums 
Orphanages 
Orphanages - Pennsylvania 
Social service agencies 
Social service - Pennsylvania - Philadelphia 
Social service - Religious aspects - Catholic Church 

Historical Note 
 

St. Vincent's Home for dependent and neglected children was originally managed by a group of lay people. In 1855 
the Daughters of Charity took over, and it was incorporated on February 20, 1858. It began on Stiles Street, moved 
to Freeland Street in 1856, and Eighteenth and Wood Streets in 1857. By 1903 more space was needed and the 
Home secured property at Twentieth and Wood Streets. In 1915, the city expropriated the property. Sisters and 
children lived at the summer home in Point Pleasant, NJ, until their new home on the former Drexel estate was 
ready. This was dedicated on May 9, 1920. In 1953 due a decline in the number of children, they were transferred 
to Our Lady of the Way, St. David's. The Home closed in 1958 and the remaining children were sent to Gonzaga 
Home in Germantown. 

 

Scope and Contents 

 
Manuscripts, Reports, History, Correspondence, Publications, and Photographs 

 
System of Arrangement 
 

Arranged into 12 Series: 1) Administration, 2) History, 3) Correspondence, 4) Financial, 5) Legal, 6) Publications, 7) 
Newspaper clippings, 8) Audio-visual, 9) Programs, 10) Personnel, 11) Daughters of Charity Documents, 12) 
Artifacts and memorabilia 
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Conditions Governing Access 
 

Information related to former residents subject to staff use only. Information related to bequests restricted for 100 
years. Series 11 "Daughters of Charity Documents" restricted to community members only. 

 

Conditions Governing Reproduction and Use 
 

Permission for any type of publication of archival materials, including text, photographs, video, or audio must be 
secured from the Daughters of Charity Communications Director before publication. Contact archives staff for 
appropriate forms and contact information. 

 

Custodial History 

 
Collection originally part of the Archives of the Northeast Province of the Daughters of Charity, Albany, NY. 
 
Additional acquisition 201907002 added and processed into collection in July 2019.  Materials from this additional 
accession noted in Inventory. 

Immediate Source of Acquisition 
 

Transferred to Daughters of Charity, Province of St. Louise during provincial merger of 2011 

 
Preferred Citation Format  
 

Document/File Name, RG #, Collection Name, Daughters of Charity Archives, Province of St. Louise, Emmitsburg, 
MD 
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Inventory 
 
Restricted materials not listed in this inventory. 
 

RG 
Number 

Title Series Name Subseries Box Folder Collection 
Type 

Date 
From 

Date 
To 

New 
Accession 

11-4-1 List of Former 
Residents  

Administration  1 12 Manuscript 1999 1999  

11-4-1-2 Statistical Reports Administration Administrative 
and Statistical 
reports 

  Born-
Digital 

1950  Acc. 
#201907002 

11-4-1-5 Property and 
Construction 

Administration Property & 
Construction 

1 1 Manuscript 1929 1958  

11-4-2 Chronologies 
1850-1958-Early 
History Point 
Pleasant,N.J.-
Annual Report 
1898- Accounts of 
History c.1900-
1953-School Song-
History at St. 
David's, PA, May 
1957- location after 
1920-former 
student made 
affiliate of D.C.'s 
1983 

History  1 2 Manuscript 1850 1983  
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11-4-2 "We Called It 
Home" by Martin F. 
Whalen, Jr. - article 
"Recalling when 
orphanage was 
home" 

History 1 3 Manuscript 2003 

11-4-2 "We Called It 
Home" by Martin F. 
Whalen, Jr. 

History  1 4 Manuscript 2003   

11-4-3 Archdiocese of 
Philadelphia-Dept. 
of Welfare 
Harrisburg- from 
Patricia Llufkin Sr. 
Margaret Aul- Mary 
K. O'Donnell-
Kathleen Bouda 
Lyon-John 
Diefenderfer 

Correspondence  1 5 Manuscript 1989 2004  

11-4-4-1 Annual Financial 
Reports for Drexel 
Hill, PA 1880-1942 
- & 1947-1956 - St. 
David's, PA 1953-
1956 

Financial  1 6 Manuscript 1880 1956  

11-4-4-3 St. Vincent's Home 
at St. David's, PA 
1953-1954 & Our 
Lady of the Way 

Financial Insurance 1 7 Manuscript 1953 1954  
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11-4-6 The Mount Mary 
Hymnal 5/29/1950 
- Sr. Mary Alice 
Farrell - published 
in 1937 date in 
book is 5/29/50 

Publications 1 9 Manuscript 1937 1950 

11-4-6 Pendergast High 
School - blessing 
of auditorium 
(formerly St. 
Vincent's 1964) - 
Crozier - 1982 
Pendergast 
yearbook 

Publications  1 10 Manuscript 1964 1982  

11-4-7 News items Newspaper 
Clippings 

 1 11 Manuscript 1895 1999  

11-4-8-1 Point Pleasant Audio-Visual Photos 2 1 Manuscript 1855 1920  

11-4-8-1 St. David's, PA, - 
Christmas 1953-Sr. 
Victoria and her 
boys-Srs. with 
Most Honored 
Mother Lepicard- 
Sr. Isabel Toohey 

Audio-Visual Photos 2 2 Manuscript 1920 1953  

11-4-8-1 Photocopies Audio-Visual Photos 2 3 Manuscript 1939 1952  

11-4-8-1 Photographs Audio-Visual Photos 2 4 Manuscript 1942 1948  

11-4-8-1 Photo album - 
children & 
buildings 

Audio-Visual Photos 2 5 Manuscript 1952 1958  

11-4-8-1 May crowning, 
buildings 

Audio-Visual Photos 2 6 Manuscript 1952 1958  
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11-4-8-1 May Procession-
Bell Telephone of 
Philadelphia 
Christmas Party-
buildings chapel at 
Christmas 

Audio-Visual Photos 2 7 Manuscript 1953 1955 

11-4-8-1 Reunion Audio-Visual Photos 2 8 Manuscript 1976   

11-4-8-1 Reunion Audio-Visual Photos 2 9 Manuscript 2001 2004  

11-4-8-1 "We Called It 
Home" 

Audio-Visual Photos 2 10 Manuscript 2003   

11-4-8-1 Photo album Index  Audio-Visual Photos 2 11 Manuscript    

11-4-8-1 Additional photo 
prints of those 
contained in the 
large photo album/ 
sorted by page #'s 
where they appear 

Audio-Visual Photos 2 12 Manuscript    

11-4-9 St. Vincent's 
Association 

Programs / 
Ministries 

 2 13 Manuscript 2002   

11-4-9 St. Vincent's 
Association 

Programs / 
Ministries 

 2 14 Manuscript 2004   

11-4-9 St. Vincent's 
Association 

Programs / 
Ministries 

 2 15 Manuscript 2004   

11-4-10-
1 

Listing of Sister 
Servants 1855-
1957 

Personnel  2 16 Manuscript 1855 1957  

11-4-12 Scrapbook of 
copies of 
photographs 

Artifacts / 
Memorabilia 

 3 1 Manuscript 1950 1951  

 
 
 


