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Historical Note
St. Anne's Home was founded in 1853 as the Biddle Infant Asylum. It was funded

by St. Louis philanthropist Ann Biddle, and she and Archbishop Kenrick asked
the Daughters of Charity to staff the institution. In 1858, the asylum merged with
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another Biddle-funded, Daughters of Charity-administered institution. This was
St. Anne's Home, which took care of older widows. The combined institution
adopted the name of St. Anne's Home. In the late 19th century, St. Anne's
developed a maternity hospital. By the 1940's, it included a nursing home,
orphanage, maternity hospital, and foster care services. In 1940, maternity care
was limited to unmarried women, since more and more married women were
using larger general hospitals for delivery. Due to changes in the adoption and
foster care system, the orphanage closed in 1955, and St. Anne's continued as a
nursing home. It was brought under the management of DePaul Hospital in 1969
and moved to the new hospital campus in Bridgeton in 1975, where it became
known as Anna House.
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